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EXPLORA JOURNEYS ANNOUNCES MEDITERRANEAN OCEAN EDUCATOR 

CRISTINA OZORESAS GODMOTHER OF EXPLORA III 

 

• Marine educator, dive trainer and National Geographic Educator Cristina Ozores will officially 

bless and name EXPLORA III in Barcelona on 1 August 2026. 

• Cristina Ozores brings a lifelong passion for ocean education and marine conservation to the 

launch of EXPLORA III. 

• As co-founder of Vellmarí, a leading marine education and conservation centre in the Balearic 

Islands and an MSC Foundation partner since 2024, Cristina’s work reflects shared values 

around ocean literacy, community engagement and long-term ocean stewardship. 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND – 8 June – Aptly timed to coincide with World Ocean Day, Explora 

Journeys has announced the appointment of renowned marine educator, dive trainer and National 

Geographic Educator Cristina Ozores as the Godmother of EXPLORA III. As a passionate 

advocate for ocean conservation, she brings a respected voice from the marine world to the launch 

of EXPLORA III, the first LNG-powered ship in the Explora Journeys fleet. 
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As a recognised voice for ocean literacy and marine conservation, Cristina has developed 

innovative programmes that bring people closer to the sea through direct experiences, fostering 

environmental responsibility and a lasting commitment to safeguarding the Mediterranean and the 

world's oceans for future generations. Since 2024, Vellmarí has partnered with the MSC 

Foundation on seagrass restoration and educational initiatives, underscoring a shared commitment 

to ocean literacy and community engagement, both essential to fostering long-term stewardship of 

marine environments. 

“Naming Cristina Ozores as Godmother on World Ocean Day is incredibly meaningful for us,” 

said Anna Nash, President of Explora Journeys. “Her dedication to ocean education and 

preservation reflects values that are deeply important to our brand and to the Ocean State of Mind 

philosophy that guides us. Cristina’s inspiring work and lifelong connection to the ocean make 

her a natural choice for this role.” 

“Being asked to become Godmother of EXPLORA III is not just an honour, it is a very emotional 

moment for me, particularly on World Ocean Day,” said Cristina Ozores. “I have spent much of 

my life working below the surface – studying marine biology, restoring seabeds and helping 

younger generations better understand fragile ocean habitats. To see that work symbolically 

connected to a ship that will travel the world feels incredibly meaningful. My hope is that 

EXPLORA III becomes a space where people can discover the ocean in a deeper and more 

meaningful way, reconnecting with the beauty beneath the surface.” 

In keeping with centuries of maritime tradition, the Godmother serves as a symbolic guardian, 

offering a blessing of good fortune and safety for the ship, its crew and its guests. Cristina will 

officially accept this honour when she names the ship during a dedicated ceremony in Barcelona 

on 1 August 2026, ahead of the ship’s official Maiden Journey departing two days later. 

Following her official naming in Barcelona, EXPLORA III will sail to Lisbon on her seven-night 

Maiden Journey, marking the beginning of a refined northern season through culturally rich 

destinations and striking landscapes. Across her inaugural season, the ship will journey through 

the fjords of Northern Europe, Iceland and Greenland before crossing the Atlantic to explore the 

autumn landscapes of New England and Canada’s East Coast. 
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About Explora Journeys 

 

Explora Journeys is the privately owned luxury ocean travel brand of the MSC Group, headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. 

 

Built on the Aponte family’s 300-year maritime heritage, Explora Journeys redefines luxury ocean travel with its 

signature Ocean State of Mind – a philosophy that connects discerning guests with the sea, with themselves and with 

one another. Immersive itineraries balance celebrated destinations with lesser-known ports, creating Journeys that 

inspire curiosity and discovery. 

 

Each private-yacht-inspired ship serves as a floating luxury hotel, whose address is the ocean, with all oceanfront 

suites, featuring private terraces, floor-to-ceiling windows and spacious European-designed interiors that evoke a 

sense of relaxed, contemporary elegance – a true Home at Sea. 
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Guests can choose from 11 distinct culinary experiences – including six restaurants, an experiential Chef’s Kitchen, 

12 bars and lounges, and 24-hour in-suite dining. ‘Ocean Wellness – The Spa’ is complemented by five heated indoor 

and outdoor pools, an extensive holistic wellness programme, generous outdoor deck spaces, and refined 

entertainment designed to deliver the perfect mood for every moment. 

 

Inspired by its European roots and guided by elevated Swiss hospitality, Explora Journeys offers intuitive service 

and a modern, effortless approach to luxury. 

 

The brand launched its first ship, EXPLORA I, in July 2023, followed by EXPLORA II in September 2024. The 

LNG-powered EXPLORA III will join the fleet in July 2026, with EXPLORA IV arriving in 2027. EXPLORA V 

and EXPLORA VI will follow in 2027 and 2028, each incorporating advanced environmental technologies as part of 

the brand’s commitment to sustainability. 

 

Discover more at explorajourneys.com or follow Explora Journeys on Instagram, X, Facebook, TikTok and 

LinkedIn. 

 

https://explorajourneys.com/ch/en
https://www.instagram.com/explorajourneys/
https://x.com/ExploraJourneys
https://www.facebook.com/Explorajourneysofficial/
https://www.tiktok.com/discover/explora-journeys
https://www.linkedin.com/company/explora-journeys/posts/?feedView=all

