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COIN CEREMONY FOR EXPLORA II TAKES PLACE AT FINCANTIERI 

SHIPYARD IN SESTRI PONENTE, ITALY 
 

• Explora Journeys’ second ship will enter service in 2024 with up to four more luxury vessels to 

join fleet by 2028, with one new ship coming into service nearly once a year 

 

• First ship, EXPLORA I, to set sail for the first time this July from Southampton, UK 

 

• Overall investment of up to more than €3.5 billion in six ships with innovative design and 

equipped with the latest environmental technologies reflects MSC Group`s focus on developing 

and growing sustainable luxury offering in cruising 

 

Sestri Ponente, Italy, 8 February 2023 – The coin ceremony of EXPLORA II, the second of up to six 

ships planned by the Cruise Division of MSC Group for its luxury brand Explora Journeys, today took place 

at Fincantieri’s Sestri Ponente shipyard near Genoa in Italy.   

 

Construction of the GT 63,900 vessel began in October 2021 at Fincantieri’s Castellammare di Stabia yard 

in Naples, Italy where the ship’s keel was laid in May 2022.  EXPLORA II will enter service in August 

2024.   

 

The time-honoured maritime ceremony today saw commemorative coins placed inside the ship as a sign of 

blessing during construction and good fortune in the future by the newbuilds’ Godmothers, Feliciana 

Maresca, Executive Assistant to Explora Journeys’ Chief Executive Officer Michael Ungerer represented 

the owners and Martina Mosca, Supervisor of Hull Fabrication Department, for Fincantieri represented the 

ship builder.   

 

The event was attended by key executives including Pierfrancesco Vago, Executive Chairman, Cruise 

Division, MSC Group, Michael Ungerer and Pierroberto Folgiero, CEO, Fincantieri.  

 

Michael Ungerer, Chief Executive Officer, Explora Journeys, said, “The event today is another major 

step forward on our mission to redefine ocean travel for today`s discerning luxury travellers.  EXPLORA 

II – and her sister ship EXPLORA I, due to perform her inaugural journey in mid-July from Southampton, 

UK - will blend renowned destinations seen through a different lens and unique off-the-beaten-path ports, 

offering the next generation of luxury travellers highly curated, transformative and immersive 

experiences.” 

 

Between August 2024 and April 2025 EXPLORA II will sail in the Mediterranean Sea, the Middle East, 

the Indian Ocean and Africa and feature 82 ports in 26 countries.  The ship will be fitted with 461 oceanfront 

suites, penthouses and residences and feature six restaurants, 12 indoor and outdoor bars and lounges, four 

swimming pools, extensive outdoor decks with private cabanas, nearly 1,000 square metres of wellness and 

fitness facilities, plus refined entertainment and enrichment.  

 

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEB_enIT975IT975&q=Pierroberto+Folgiero&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLRT9c3NDSqTC5OzzJ9xGjOLfDyxz1hKb1Ja05eY9Tg4grOyC93zSvJLKkUkuJig7IEpPi4UDTyLGIVCchMLSrKT0otKslXcMvPSQdy8wHVB3vqYQAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiW34u_luD8AhWSgP0HHeydB70QzIcDKAB6BAgfEAE
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EXPLORA I is currently being built at Fincantieri’s shipyard in Monfalcone, Italy and will launch Explora 

Journeys’ fleet in July 2023 with her inaugural sailing in Northern Europe. 

 

Up to more than €3.5 billion will be invested by the Cruise Division of MSC Group in Explora Journeys’ 

six ships that will all feature innovative design and be equipped with the latest environmental 

technologies. 

 

EXPLORA III will join Explora Journeys’ fleet in 2026, and EXPLORA IV in 2027. If the options are 

confirmed, EXPLORA V and EXPLORA VI will join Explora Journeys’ fleet in 2027 and 2028, 

respectively. 

 

EXPLORA III, EXPLORA IV, EXPLORA V and EXPLORA VI will be powered by liquefied natural gas.  

EXPLORA V and EXPLORA VI will also utilise hydrogen fuel to power both ship’s hotel operations while 

in port to allow the vessels to switch off their engines for zero emissions.    

 

 

-ENDS- 

 

For media inquiries please contact press@explorajourneys.com 

 

About Explora Journeys  

Explora Journeys is the privately-owned luxury lifestyle brand of the MSC Group, headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland, created at the heart of Swiss luxury hospitality. The brand stems from the owners’ long-held 

vision to redefine the ocean experience for a new generation of discerning luxury travellers, drawing on the 

family`s 300 years of maritime heritage. The brand’s aspiration is to create a unique ‘Ocean State of Mind’ 

by connecting guests with the sea, with themselves, and like-minded others, while remarkable itineraries will 

blend renowned destinations with lesser-travelled ports, for a journey that inspires discovery in all its forms.  

 

A fleet of six ships, two of which are under construction, will be launched from 2023 to 2028. Equipped with 

the latest environmental and marine technologies, Explora Journeys will introduce a new style of 

transformative ocean travel. EXPLORA I offers 461 oceanfront suites, penthouses and residences designed 

to be ‘Homes at Sea’ for our guests, all with sweeping ocean views, private terrace, a choice of eleven distinct 

culinary experiences, across six vibrant restaurants plus in-suite dining, twelve bars and lounges, (eight indoor 

and four outdoor) Chef`s Kitchen, four swimming pools, extensive outdoor decks with private cabanas, 

wellness facilities, and refined entertainment.  Inspired by the company`s European heritage, Explora Journeys 

will provide guests with an immersive ocean experience respectful and intuitive hospitality.  

 

To learn more about Explora Journeys, visit explorajourneys.com or follow us on  Instagram, Twitter, 

Facebook and LinkedIn.   
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